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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN URANIUM POLICY DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . SUMMARY: GOA URANIUM DEVELOPMENT POLICY OPTIONS 
UNDER CONSIDERATION WERE ANNOUNCED AT THE RANGER INQUIRY. 
PRINCIPAL OPTIONS ARE: (1) THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CENTRAL 
MARKETING BOARD; (2) SEQUENTIAL ENTRY OF PRODUCERS INTO THE 
MARKET; (3) URANIUM SALES ALLOCATION BY THE GOA AMONG ALL 
POTENTIAL PRODUCERS ON A PRO RATA BASIS; AND (4) MINIMUM 
GOA INTERVENTION IN MARKETING. 

2. GOA WILL NOT MAKE FINAL POLICY DECISIONS UNTIL COMPLETION 
OF THE RANGER INQUIRY. GOA OPTIONS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
RANGER AND THE OVERALL MARKETING OF URANIUM WILL BE KEPT 
OPEN. END SUMMARY. 

3. J.T. LARKIN. FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY, URANIUM AND 
ELECTRICITY DIVISION, DEPT OF NATIONAL RESOURCES, OUTLINED 
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GOA URANIUM DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS BEFORE THE RANGER 
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ENVIRONMENTAL INQUIRY ON APRIL 8. IUSTICE FOX, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE RANGER INQUIRY, HAD SUSPENDED HEARINGS 
UNTIL SUCH TIME AS GOA URANIUM POLICY WAS MADE PUBLIC. 

4. A CENTRAL MARKETING BOARD COULD CONCEIVABLE 
MONITOR MOST URANIUM DEVELOPMENT POLICIES CURRENTLY 
UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE GOA. THE BOARD COULD: 

(A) MONITOR OVERALL GOA SALES POLICIES; (B) INSURE 
ADEQUATE PRICE FOR AUSTRALIAN URANIUM; (C) CONTROL 
ENTRY OF PRODUCERS INTO THE MARKET; AND (D) ASSIGN 
SALES ALLOCATIONS ON A PRO RATA BASIS. 

5. NEGOTIATION OF URANIUM SALES WILL BE BETWEEN 
PRODUCERS AND BUYERS. HOWEVER, GOA WILL SEEK BI 
LATERAL AGREEMENT WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF IMPORTING 
COUNTRIES TO INSURE THAT INTERNATIONAL SAFEGUARDS 
ARE UPHELD IN COUNTRIES IMPORTING AUSTRALIAN URANIUM. 

6. GOA WILL INTERVENE IN URANIUM EXPORTING FROM 
AUSTRALIA TO INSURE THAT: URANIUM WILL BE USED 

FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES; IAEA STANDARDS ARE ADHERED TO 
AND IN ABSENCE OF IAEA STANDARDS, GOA WILL APPLY 
OTHER SAFEGUARDS; AND IMPORTERS OF AUSTRALIAN URANIUM 
ARE PRECLUDED FROM RE-EXPORT OR CONSIGNMENT OF URANIUM 
TO ANOTHER COUNTRY WITHOUG GOA CONSENT. 

7. COMMENT: DESPITE PARA 11)14) GOA URANIUM 
DEVELOPMENT POLICY OPTIONS CURRENTLY UNDER CON- 
SIDERATION SEEM TO IMPLY SUBSTANTIAL GOVERNMENT 
INTERVENTION AT LEAST IN THE URANIUM SECTOR. 

8. EMBOFF RAISED THE ISSUE OF INCREASED GOA INTER 
VENTION IN URANIUM WITH GOA OFFICIALS. EMBOFF WAS 
TOLD THAT THESE OPTIONS WERE ONLY POSSIBLE ACTIONS, 

AND THAT NOT ALL OPTIONS WERE LIKELY TO BECOME GOA 
POLICY. 

9. APPARENTLY GOA URANIUM POLICY AND POSSIBLY 
MINERALS POLICY AS A WHOLE, ARE STILL THE SUBJECT 

OF SOME DEBATE WITHIN THE GOA. TREASURY AND NATIONAL 
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RESOURCES APPEAR TO BE THE PRINCIPAL ADVERSARIES. 

END COMMENT. 
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